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ter awarding the construction contract, the construction
durstion may take a minimum of one vear.  The task
never ends with this. The client has to source an Inte-
rior Designer to finish the building including all for-
nishings etc., which may take snother 6 months, Thus
we see @ construction activity done m a conventional
way stretches to nearly 36 months
Now lel us come 1o the *Deésign-Build” system, the
specialty al Comerstone. This 15 an all inder one root
*Concept to Completion” method. 1t's here where we
have an edge over pur competitors. We would like
¢larify that this ‘Design-Build® technique is neither a
novel method nor a process exclusively devised by us
1t has been in vogue for a considerable period of 1ime
but we do it in a high profile professional manner, 1
reiterate “we don't do different things but do things in
# different way™ and it is our USP. We have an ex-
clusive téam of professionals comprsing of
Managers for Planning, Cluantity Survey-
g, Quality Conirol, Projects. Finance,
Purchase and Administration and also
sipervised by Architects and Struc-
tural Designers during the course of
constriction. The Equipment & Ma-
chinerics we have with us are on pa
with intemnational standsrds. both im-
poried and mdigenous. No *Escalation
Clause’ is imposed and we promise
to complete all the activities in just
18§ months which is roughly half
the time taken than who do it
in 8 copventional way. On
the part of cost savings,
we guaranicc a minimum
of 25% - 30%. Yes. We
guarantee not  only
reduction  in Lime
But also SAVINES 10

termis of money as well, 1t is not a hyperbole when we
say this. Qur projects bear testimony. o our treden
tials.”

What is the sirategy behind your successiul bus;
ness mode! apart from De Il':'l.1'|-["',||I:I'1;

“Working on minimal projects with maximum prof-
its may sometimes end-up m a quandary when there is
an unexpecied slow down during & recession period
This may jeopardize the smooth functioning or rther
result n delays in execution of projects and end up in
missing the commitied date of handing over the keys
to the client. So we always play sale with Minmmal
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specialty at Cornerstone. This is
an all under one roof — ‘Concept
to Completion’ method. it's here
where we have an edge over our
competitors. We would like to
clarify that this ‘Design-Build’
technique is neither a novel

method nor a process

exclusively devised by us.
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GST extra @ 18%, Therefore, a client who 1S undertaking a

construction work for say Rs. 100 lakhs has to pay GST of
Rs.18 lakhs. Though. the basic rate is arrived at afler adjust-
ing the input tax credit, the separate levy of GST @ 18%

looks huge on the face of it, This factor may also be a reason
for the market sluggishness,

| wish the merits and demerits of GST could have
been well discussed prior 1o its implementation with each
and every sector including realty through a pilot meth-
od. Had awareness been created amongst the general
public well in advance, | reckon it would have had
a smooth sailing rather than having 10 fuce 3 rough
weather.

“] even have one more suggestion to the Tax authorities
when they meet next time 10 discuss the suggestions received
from various quarters ‘f‘,*"rf‘ﬂg e recommendation to
the Government. The GST for direet Governmeni projects
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has been revised @ 12% now and Private Projecs
remains @18%. 1 feel, for the Private sector 4,
the same GST @ 12% could be extended ac th
new fax structure will be a boon to the congy,
tion sector and the revival will be imminent by,
terms of fund flow and creating fresh job oppory,
ties.

What would you say to young E!'"-;::i.“-::.;- N
aspirants?

“T would like to extend a bit of eNCouragemen,
to the student community. | understand the ¢
they have towards Information chhnﬁ‘.--;. ind 1.
misapprehension that it is the only course thay Elar.
antees bread and butter. This 1s totally a faulpy -

ception. Please do not avoid Civil Engineering

dngy

consider it as the *Jewel of Engineering’ courses 1,
i5 the core course that shoulders ‘Shelter' am
Food, Clothing and Shelter, the three basic
tials for mankind. The necessity for shelter ;

thrive as long as the human race exists and ynri) « :
last man on earth gets his own dwelling. Thoye

there may be certain hiccups here and there due 1

various factors, there is nothing to panic about the
endurance of realty sector as a whole and the con.
struction industry in particular. “

In addition, the Realty sector has hundreds of
allied industries. Along with a graduation i ¢y
engineering if you specialize in any of allied are
like structural designing, construction mana gement
town & country planning, quantity surveying, s
testing, hydraulics etc.. you are bound to keep vour-
self flying high in the global arena

What are you future plans and how do v
plan to achieve this?

“Everyone wants 1o
building. But buildings are
they take up, They
homes, surround us when we are sick and in the
hospital, or be the Place where we work. The firs
NAame 1o resonate in the mind of anvone who intends
1o construct should be Comerstone. Qur future plan
1S to make our presence felt globally

Doing the best possible job at the lowest
sible price, making every by

_ Y building a landmark not
Lompromising on quality, keeping the costs fixed
and making g

elivery on time are the hallmarks.
which we feel, will make Comerstone a prefered
brand.

th:ﬁi:.:'_ﬂ a cost-effecm
more than just the space
can house our lives and be ov
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We ok leave wishing him
and a very happy

& Merry Chnismmas
and prosperous New Year.”

-Janani Rames!
Stills: Vimal
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